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When your child staris schoel, phonics becomes 2 big part of everyday life, transforming them from a nen-reader to a
child who is capable of reading fluently and speling (mostlyD accurately by the end of Year 2. Primary schools
foilow different phonics schemes, and each takes a slightly different approach to teaching phonics, but it's
common for your child to be taught in a séres of phases throughout the Foundatior: Stage and Key Stage 1.

Phase 1

Early phonics teaching in pre-schodl, nursery and at the start of Reception facuses on developing children’s fstening
skills. "Early years environments do a lot of aural work at quite a slow pace, tralning childran in awareness of sounds,’

explains Sara Wembhar, a primary school teacher and one of the am«.m_mvmwm of the ,_ojm Phonics *
(ntto:/hwww jollylearning.co.uk) seheme. .

In Phase 1 phonics, children are ﬂm.nmrﬂ about:

“

+ Environmental sounds’

« instrumental sounds .

+ Body percussion (2.g- clapping and stemping)
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Phase 3 phonics

Phase 3 introduces children to the remaining, more difficult and/or less commonly used phonemes. There are around
25 ofthese, depending on which scheme is followed, mainly made up of two letters such as /eh/, far/, fow/ and fee/.
"We need these sounds fo be able o read and form useful words,' says Sara,

Alongside this, children are taught to recogrise more fricky words, including “me,’ ‘was;’ 'my,” 'you’ and
‘they’. They leam the names of the letiers, as well as the sounds they make. Activities might include learning

- ' mnemonics (memory aids) for tricky words, practising writing letters on mini whiteboards, using word cards and
singing songs like the Alphahet Song.

Phase 3 takes most children arcund 12 weeks, mw the end, they should be able te say Em sound made by most, or

all, Phiase 2 and 3 graphemes (hitp:/Avww.theschoolrun.com/whatis-a-grapheme), blend and read
CVC words made from these graphemes, read 12 new tricky words and write letters correcily when given an example -
to copy.

e
wawasthedlmmson |
[ .
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hit -/ Anwewe theschoolrun.com/phonics-sound-mats

Phase 4 phonics

By mow, chiidren should be confident with each phoneme. ‘From here on, phonics teaching is'about
consolidating and refining their knowledge, intreducing more spelling patterns and tricky words, and
increasing vocabuiary,’ Sara says.

In Phase 4 phonics, children will, amang other things:

Practise reading and speling CVCC words (‘such,’ 'belt,” 'milk’ 2ic)
: . ) - Practise reading and spelling high frequency words
= Practise reading and writing sentences

« Learn more iricky words, including ‘have,’ ke, 'some,’ “ittle'

httn/iwww theschnalrun.comfwhat-are-nhonics-nhases - ORIOVID1A
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Maths activities that you could do at home

~ Practise reading, writing and ordering numbers - Which
number is bigger or smaller than a given number? Say two
numbers, which number is the biggest?
~ Practise counting forwards and backwards.
~ Practise starting on any humber and counting forwards and
backwards.
~ Say 1 more or 1 less than a number.
~ Choose a number to 20, can you draw pictures to match that
humber in different ways.
~ Add two numbers by drawing a picture to represen’r each
number and then count how many there are all together.
~ Number bonds to 10. Recognise all pairs of numbers that total
10eg1+9=,2+8=

~ Recognise and name all coins including £2.
~ Identify 2D shapes including square, rectangle, circle,

pentagon, triangle in their environment.
~ Begin to name 3D shapes including cube, cuboid,
cylinder, sphere, pyr'amad

~ Can they find objec’rs longe'r'or' shorter / heavier or
lighter/more of less than a given object? Can they also
estimate the length/weight/capacity of an object before they

measure it?



Questions to ask when reading a story with your child

2 Where and when does the story take place? How do you
know?

* What are the main events in the story?

% Can you think of a different ending to the story?

* Did the story end the way that you expected it to?

% Is this story like any other stories you have read? How?

% How does the story make you feel about the characters?

* Who is the main character of the story? What aré They'
like? How do you know?

< Are there characters other than the main character that

are important to the story? Who are they?
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Bear Word reading and spelling checklist

1. Yellow words

Date achieved

5. Pink words

Date achieved

1

are
like she
mum came
dad a
ball he
my away
you

2. Green words

6. Purple words

and me
house they
cat it
dog for
look in
at get
said
go
3. Blue words 7. Grey words
to of
went day
with was
play on
big up
the all
can yes
no
4. Red words
we
is
am
see
going
this
bus
here

P.T.O. for White Words




Bear Word - reading and spelling checklist

White 1 Date achieved White 4 Date achieved White 6 Date achieved
had off People
as got many
back not very
last from every
has what lady
an want baby
ran us only
man but happy

than put suddenly
that

White 2 White 5

next be
help we

them he
then three
when green
bed these

ten seen

been

White 3 tree

said
dad
dig
six
if
him
his
will




